GUIDELINES FOR SCHOLARLY OR RESEARCH PROJECT PROPOSALS
All of the following items should be addressed in your Scholarly or Research Project Proposal .  Each individual or collaborative group of students will present their proposal to the faculty of the PT 583 course.  Develop your proposal using the guidelines contained in this document.  The Scholarly Project/Research proposal must be approved by the PT 583 Faculty in writing no later than October 15, 2004.  The proposal MUST include the following:
INTRODUCTION 
(See form beginning on page 2)
1. Introduction/Title
2. Problem Statement 

3. Purpose of the Study 

4. Significance of Study 

5. Research Question(s) 

6. Hypotheses (null and/or alternate)

LITERATURE REVIEW
A discussion of previous research that gives a background for the present research project. The literature review should follow a natural progression that leads to the need for the present study.  Although the text of this review can be brief, students should present a list of 10-15 references related to the research study.

METHODOLOGY
1.
Subjects (include the following):


a.
Description of subjects


b. 
Selection criteria and assignment to groups


c.
Verification of cooperating institution 

2. 
Instrumentation (include the following): 


a.
Description of instrument(s) used


b. 
Availability of equipment


c.
Reliability/Validity/Calibration issues 

3.
Procedure (step by step discussion of the protocol used)

4.
Data Analysis (include the following):


a.
Describe special treatment of data (i.e. normalization etc.) 


b. 
List your independent and dependent variables


c.
Describe the statistical test(s) used, if any


d.
State the alpha level that you will use to determine significance

REFERENCES
PT 583 RESEARCH AND SCHOLARLY PROJECT PROPOSAL FORM:

Your name and name of individuals in your group:

______________________

______________________



______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

Type of research you plan on performing (Mark the appropriate answer):

_____
Research that involves collecting data on human subjects using instrumentation.

_____
Research that involves collecting data on human subjects using a survey.

_____
Case study that follows the guidelines for case studies published by the APTA.  Submitting the document for publication in the PT Journal or a similar Journal is required.
_____
Case series (multiple case studies on a single topic/disease) that follows the guidelines for case studies published by the APTA.  Submitting the document for publication in the PT Journal or a similar Journal is required.

_____
Develop a clinical needs assessment and program implementation.

_____
Perform a clinical outcomes study.

_____
Publications (Grant proposal, Systematic Review, Evidence in Progress for PT Journal, other publications):  These must be submitted for funding or publication depending on the project.  
_____
Other
If you have already discussed a project with a specific faculty member, please indicate the faculty member below and the project title or concept.

Faculty:_______________________________

Project Title:______________________________________________________

What is the proposed title of your project (try to simplify it as much as possible)?

What is the Problem Statement for your study?  (Why should the research be performed?)

What is the stated purpose of your study?

What is the significance of the study/research? (How will the expected results add to the body of knowledge of Physical Therapy or related field?)

What is/are your research question(s)?

What is your hypothesis (null and/or alternate)

What types of resources (equipment, resources, monetary, etc) will you require?
What plans, if any, do you have for funding your research?

LITERATURE REVIEW
A discussion of previous research that gives a background for the present research project. The literature review should follow a natural progression that leads to the need for the present study.  Although the text of this review can be brief, students should present a list of 10-15 references related to the research study.

METHODOLOGY (You may or may not need to complete each of these areas depending on the type of research that you have chosen)
1.
Subjects (include the following):


a.
Description of subjects


b. 
Selection criteria and assignment to groups


c.
Verification of cooperating institution 

2. 
Instrumentation (include the following): 


a.
Description of instrument(s) used


b. 
Availability of equipment


c.
Reliability/Validity/Calibration issues 

3.
Procedure (step by step discussion of the protocol used)

4.
Data Analysis (include the following):


a.
Describe special treatment of data (i.e. normalization etc.) 


b. 
List your independent and dependent variables


c.
Describe the statistical test(s) used, if any


d.
State the alpha level that you will use to determine significance

REFERENCES (10-15 references minimum)
